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Shaolin Warriors of China 


The Cleveland Museum of Art Welcomes 
2009-10 VIVA! & Gala Series Home to Gartner Auditorium 


First half of VIVA! & Gala season continues Around Town; 
returns to Gartner Auditorium in February with Reopening Bash 


CLEVELAND —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) celebrates the 5" season of VIVA! 
& Gala with outstanding performances from countries around the world. This season promises to be 
just as exhilarating as those in the past with a sensational array of international artists and ensembles — 
the majority of which will be making their Cleveland debuts and U.S. premieres. Highlighting the 
2009-10 VIVA! & Gala series is the return to Gartner Auditorium on February 28 with a reopening 
bash including champagne and appetizers before the Max Raabe and Palast Orchester performance. 

“The 2009-10 series is marked by two milestones,” said Massoud Saidpour, director of 
performing arts, music and film at CMA. “VIVA! celebrates a decade of beautiful music, performance 
and dance by celebrating its 10" anniversary; and, as part of the museum’s expansion and renovation 
project, Gartner Auditorium reopens in February 2010 and the VIVA! & Gala series brings its 
exceptional programming back home to the museum.” 

VIVA! & Gala Around Town debuted as the museum’s renovations began in 2005. This 
series took spectacular performances from many different countries, award-winning recording artists, 
and acclaimed dance companies to some of Cleveland’s most impressive venues. The current 2009- 
2010 series splits its season between Around Town performances in the fall and a return home to the 


museum’s Gartner Auditorium in February. 


--more-- 


Pg 2 — VIVA Season 09-10 


The spectacular season of enlivening performances by VIVA! & Gala includes the dazzling 
Shaolin Warriors of China, the charismatic Berlin-based Max Raabe and Palast Orchester, the 
vanguard composer-improviser John Zorn and his new Masada Sextet, the Romeo and Juliet Choir of 
the Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm, and so much more. VIVA! & Gala invites you to witness 
the world as subscriptions are on sale to CMA members beginning July 28 and to the general 
public on August 11. Single tickets go on sale to CMA members on August 25 and to the general 
public on September 1. The 2009-10 VIVA! & Gala season sponsors include full season sponsor 
WCPN 90.3 and performance sponsor WCLV 104.9. 


The 2009-10 VIVA! & Gala Around Town series: 


Around Town Performances 


Puerto Plata: Music of the Dominican Republic 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 


Murch Auditorium, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


"Afro-Latin roots music at its best: passionate, brisk, and, coming from an all-but-forgotten 
octogenarian, delightfully unexpected." —NPR, All Things Considered 


Puerto Plata’s sweet, nostalgic voice is laced with the kind of wisdom that’s reminiscent of the late 
Ibrahim Ferrer (Buena Vista Social Club). At age 85, the Dominican master is as charismatic and 
vigorous as ever. He plays the guitar and sings the arresting Dominican sones, boleros and merengues 
in a voice that has seen its share of romance and trouble. An heir to an unbroken native son tradition, 
Puerto Plata offers a taste of the living music of the great soneros, a time when presumably Gauguin 
first visited the Caribbean Islands. Accompanied on the requinto by two of the Dominican Republic’s 
finest virtuosos, Edilio Paredes and Frank Mendez. $34, $33 CMA members. 


Shaolin Warriors of China 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 
Ohio Theatre, PlayhouseSquare 


"They combine the agility and grace of gymnasts with the showmanship of Cirque du Soleil 
performers." —Washington Post 


In a fully choreographed theatrical production, the world-renowned Shaolin Warriors bring the 
remarkable skill, stunning movement, and spectacular imagery of martial arts to stages throughout the 
world. These Kung Fu masters have trained from an early age in mental and physical disciplines that 
allow them to perform feats once thought only possible in the movies. $39, $38 CMA members. 
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Garth Knox, viola and viola d’amore with Lauren Radnofsky, cello 
Sunday, November 8, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 
Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights, UCC 


"Outstandingly magical! From the very first notes one is totally captivated by the fantastic richness of 
the sound produced by the combination of viola d’amore and the cello." — Gramophone 


One of the most versatile and adventurous viola virtuosos of our time, Garth Knox is an Irish- born, 
Scottish-raised string player. A recent fascination with the baroque-period instrument the viola 
d’amore (with its seven playing strings and seven sympathetic strings) led the creation of a program 
that — though historically informed — is rooted in the spirit of innovation and discovery. This delightful 
program is a mix of music of the 17" & 18" centuries, traditional Celtic reels and jigs, and new works, 
including Knox’s arrangements with cello. $29, $28 CMA members. 


Flamenco! Juan Carmona Septet featuring Rafael De Carmen 
Saturday, November 14, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 
Murch Auditorium, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


"Brilliant . . . ravishing!" —Chicago Tribune 


Awarded the most prestigious guitar prizes in Spain, Juan Carmona has twice been nominated for a 
Grammy. Undeniably one of the most creative guitarists of the new flamenco generation, Carmona 
plays with a surprising, moving quality and navigates within a profound awareness of musical genres, 
traditional styles, and a devastating modernity. He appears with his septet featuring the renowned 
dancer Rafael De Carmen. The exhilarating evening mixes superb musicianship with passionate 
flamenco baile. $39, $39 CMA members. 


Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika 
Friday, January 8, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 
Murch Auditorium, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


"An exuberant blast of metal fireworks.” — New York Times 


The Western concert music tradition is dotted with brilliantly colorful iconoclasts who traveled the 
world over to find themselves (Colin McPhee, Lou Harrison, Terry Riley). Into this line of peripatetic 
spirit comes American composer Evan Ziporyn. Thirty members strong, Ziporyn’s Gamelan Galak 
Tika (classical Javanese for “intense togetherness”) has devoted itself both to studying traditional 
Balinese music and dance and to developing new works by Balinese and American composers. 
Cleveland debut! $34, $33 CMA members. 


Masters of Persian Music 
Saturday, February 20, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 
Hanna Theatre, PlayhouseSquare 


"Electrifying spontaneity . . . a once-in-a-life-time experience." —The Plain Dealer 


Following previous sold-out tours, this edition of Masters of Persian Music features Hossein Alizadeh, 
the tar (plucked lute) maestro who is considered an inspiration to an entire generation of Iran’s 
musical culture; Kayhan Kalhor, the kamancheh (spike fiddle) virtuoso and creative force in today’s 
music scene who through his many musical collaborations with cellist Yo-Yo Ma and others has been 
instrumental in popularizing Persian music in the West; and the remarkable young vocalist Hamid 
Reza Nourbakhsh, the leading disciple of the renowned Mohammad Reza Shajarian. Alizadeh, 
Kalhor, Nourbakhsh, and a seven-member ensemble will be touring North America, weaving mystical 
Persian poetry of Rumi, Hafiz, and others with luscious Persian melodies. $34, $33 CMA members. 
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Gartner Auditorium performances 


Max Raabe & Palast Orchester 

The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
Gartner Auditorium Reopening Bash* 
Sunday, February 28, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"They play with a stylishness, grace and vitality that do not call attention to their impressive 
virtuosity." —New York Times 


Max Raabe and his Palast Orchestra may be the smoothest treasure to hit Cleveland this year. Slick, 
nostalgic, and unmistakably modern, the Berlin-based ensemble channels the high style musical glory 
of the 1920s and early-1930s Weimar big band with style, uncanny precision, and humor. A singer of 
incredible range, Raabe has a singular ability to capture the cunning rasp of the cabaret singer, the 
confident belcanto hero, the oily melodiousness of the revue beau, the carefree timbre of early jazz, as 
well as the falsetto of ragtime, all backed by his stellar 12-member band. Cleveland debut! 


*This program is the first in the new Gartner Auditorium as VIVA! & Gala returns to the museum 
after four seasons of around town. We’re celebrating with a reopening bash including champagne and 
appetizers at 6 p.m. before the performance. $125 ticket price. 


Tanya Tagaq: Inuit Throat Singing 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"She’s like Edith Piaf or something, totally emotional." — Bjork 


In just six short years, ground-breaking Inuk throat singer Tanya Tagaq has brought an ancient Inuit 
vocal game to the heights of the experimental music scene. She’s collaborated with Bjork and the 
Kronos Quartet, and toured with song of the world’s leading global artists. Like Bjérk, Tagaq makes 
music that is both decidedly unusual and universally appealing on a most primal level. Her innovative 
solo style of throat singing seeks to push the boundaries of emotion and express the primitive instincts 
she believes still reside deep within our flesh. Cleveland debut! $29, $28 CMA members. 


Frederic Rzewski, piano 
Friday, March 19, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"A formidable pianist with a touch and attack sometimes eerily reminiscent of Glenn Gould" —New 
York Times 


Composer-performer Frederic Rzewski has always been a classical force to be reckoned with, dating 
to the ‘60s pioneering aesthetic of collective improvisation and the ‘70s chamber music that imbued 
elements from both written and open-ended forms. A piano virtuoso, Rzewski never abandoned the 
masterworks, and his recitals of canonical works remain legendary. For this special event Rzewski 
brings the very best of both worlds: Mendelssohn’s “Songs Without Words” and his own best-known 
work, “The People United Will Never Be Defeated!,” a set of piano variations based on a Latin 
American revolutionary chant, which the New York Times has called “magisterial” and “an instant 
classic.” $29, $28 CMA members. 
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John Zorn 
New Masada Sextet 
Friday, March 26, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"A chameleonic composer whose work has fruitfully touched on everything from chamber music to 
death metal." —New York Times 


An artist whose work is so far-reaching and uncompromisingly diverse, he is the living embodiment 
of New York’s now legendary “downtown scene.” Zorn had altered the musical landscape before he 
entered middle age by shattering boundaries and collecting around him players of the highest caliber 
across all disciplines. MacArthur “genius grant” winner, maverick, Jewish culture proponent, and an 
independent music hero, Zorn introduces his New Masada Sextet: John Zorn, sax; Dave Douglas, 
trumpet; Uri Caine, piano; Greg Cohen, bass; Cyro Baptista, percussion; Joey Baron, drums. 
Cleveland debut! Co-presented with the Cleveland Contemporary Players Series at Cleveland State 
University. $34, $33 CMA Members. 


Anssi Karttunen, cello 
Wednesday, April 7, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"Brilliant! Mr. Karttunen showed a mastery of myriad colorings in his rhapsodic performance." —New 
York Times 


The brilliant Finnish cellist Anssi Karttunen has mastered the standard cello repertoire and expanded it 
both in his guest appearances with the finest orchestras in the world an din giving premieres of such 
notable composers as Kaija Saariaho, Magnus Lindberg, and Tan Dun. Karttunen has also discovered 
many forgotten masterpieces and arranged for a number of pieces for cello. His Cleveland debut will 
be a program of solo classics after which Karttunen will be joined by I Cellisti, the octet of the 
Cleveland Cello Society, in performances of rare and beautiful ensemble pieces. Cleveland debut! 
$29, $28 CMA members. 


Romance de Tango 
Friday, April 9, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


Romance de Tango’s 14-member ensemble of dancers and musicians dazzles with the mastery of 
tango. Artistic director Leonardo Suarez Paz — hailed by Wynton Marsalis as a “virtuoso 
extraordinaire” — pairs some of the most dynamic Argentic tango dancers (all veterans from the 
Broadway tango hits!) and some of the hippest and most talented young musicians for a thrilling tango 
experience you won’t forget! Ohio debut! $39, CMA members $38. 


Romeo & Julia Kéren 
Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"This was a masterpiece that must have filled every spectator with exaltation." —The Vijesnik, Croatia 


International praise for this company of talented young actors, dancers, and singers at the world- 
renowned Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm is wide ranging and even includes an accolade from 
the legendary Swedish film and stage director Ingmar Bergman. In gorgeous period costumes, the 
ensemble gives expression to a wide range of courtly and burlesque songs, reviving a European 
cultural heritage that offers audiences a fresh and inspiring musical and theatrical experience. U.S. 
debut! $39, $38 CMA members. 
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Stephen Scott’s Bowed Piano Ensemble 
Thursday, April 22, 2010, 7:30 p.m. 


"Whatever those people are doing inside the piano, the result outside the piano is an expansion of 
space and time." -NPR’s All Things Considered 


The “bowed piano” is the unique instrument of composer Stephen Scott, where the sound of a grand 
piano (with the lid off) is generated by means of literally bowing the strings to cause them to 
resonate. The result is an otherworldly sound field that sings like a concert grand in full flight, minus 
the percussive attack that makes the instrument so familiar. Stephen Scott’s specially trained ensemble 
works in harmonious collaboration, and in very close quarters, to bring to life his gorgeous 
compositions that sound like nothing else. The program will include excerpts from “Vikings of the 
Sunrise,” a composition for bowed piano on themes of navigation, exploration, and discovery in the 
Pacific from the ancient times until the present era. Cleveland debut! $29, $28 CMA members. 


Subscription Plans Offered 
Subscriptions are on sale to CMA members beginning July 28 and to the general public on 


August 11. Choose one of the easy-to-follow subscription plans below designed to suit your 


performance taste, or you can create your own custom package. 


Plan #1 

All Concerts (excludes Max Raabe) 
$357, CMA members $341 

SAVE up to 25%! That’s like seeing 3 
concerts free or just $26 per concert! 


Plan #2: VIVA! 

Puerto Plata 

Shaolin Warriors of China 

Flamenco! Juan Carmona Septet 
Masters of Persian Music 

Tanya Tagaq 

Romance de Tango 

Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm 
$219, CMA members $213 

SAVE 20% - only $29 per concert. 


Plan #3: VIVA! 4-concert package 
Puerto Plata 


Shaolin Warriors of China 
Flamenco! Juan Carmona Septet 
Tanya Tagaq 

$132 (one price) - SAVE 10%! 


Plan #4: VIVA! 4-concert page 
Shaolin Warriors of China 


Masters of Persian Music 
Tanya Tagaq 

Romance de Tango 

$132 (one-price) — Save 10%! 


Plan #5: Gala 

Garth Knox, viola and viola d’amore 
Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika 
Frederic Rzewski, piano 

John Zorn 

Anssi Karttunen, cello 

Stephen Scott 

Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm 
$192, CMA members $183 

SAVE 20% - only $26 per concert. 


Plan #6: Gala Classical 

Garth Knox, viola and viola d’amore 
Frederic Rzewski, piano 

Anssi Karttunen, cello 

Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm 
$115 (one price) - SAVE 10%! 


Plan #7: Gala Contemporary 
Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika 


Frederic Rzewski, piano 

John Zorn 

Stephen Scott 

$115 (one price) —- SAVE 10%! 
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The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made possible by The 
Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose 
Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society, and the John P. Murphy Foundation. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which 
includes over 40,000 objects and spans 6,000 years of achievement in the arts. Currently undergoing a 
multi-phase renovation and expansion project, it is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship, performing arts, and art education. Admission to the museum has been free since its 
founding charter. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has a membership of nearly 25,000 households and is 
supported by a broad range of individuals, foundations, and businesses in Cleveland and Northeastern 
Ohio. The museum is generously funded by Cuyahoga County residents through Cuyahoga Arts and 
Culture. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council, which helps fund the museum with 
state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all 
Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, and events, call 1-888-CMA- 


0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 





HH # 


Editor’s Note: Music and/or video samples of each artist are available upon request. 
Programs subject to change. 


For full media kit, with images, visit: http://www.clevelandart.org/newsroom/newsreleases.aspx. 





